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Getting Started Shopping 
Objective: By the end of the chapter, you will be able to: 

• convert between dirhams, ryals, and franks 
• buy items you need from a store 
• use the verb “bġa” in simple sentences to indicate a desire 
• indicate the presence or absence or someone or something with “kayn” 

Money 
l-flus  ������ 

 

When converting ryals to dirhams, divide by 20. 
e.g. 100 ryals: 100 ÷ 20 = 5 DH. 
 
From franks to ryals, divide by 5.  For example, 200 franks ÷ 5 = 40 ryals. 
From franks to dirhams, divide by 100.  For example, 200 franks ÷ 100 = 2 DH. 

From ryals to dirhams, divide by 20.  For example, 40 ryals ÷ 20 = 2 DH. 

From ryals to franks, multiply by 5.  For example, 40 ryals × 5 = 200 franks. 
From dirhams to ryals, multiply by 20.  For example, 2 DH × 20 = 40 ryals. 

From dirhams to franks, multiply by 100.  For example, 2 DH × 100 = 200 franks. 

Exercise: Convert the money amounts. 
1. Convert to dirhams 
 35 ryal  150 ryal 365 ryal 270 ryal 555 ryal 
2. Convert to ryals 
 10½ DH 30 DH  25 DH  125 DH 19 DH 

100 frank 20 ryal 1 dirham 

×5 

÷5 

×100 

÷100 

×20 

÷20 
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At the Hanoot 

Vocabulary 

store нanut ����� peanuts kaw kaw ��� ��� 

store keeper mul l-нanut ������� 	�
 almonds l-luz ����� 

soda l-monada �
���
�� bottle l-qrعa ������ 

chocolate š-šklat � ��	
�� bottle of water qrعa d l-ma ���� 
 ���� 

candies l-нlwa ������ Kleenex kliniks �	����	 

gum l-mska ���	��  toilet paper 
ppapiyi 
jinik 

����� ������ 

cookies l-biskwi ��	����� tooth paste dontifris �����!��
 

juice l-عas �ir ��"#$�� soap s �-s �abun %���"�� 

bread l-xubz &�'(�� shampoo š-šampwan %����)
�� 

jam l-konfitur ��!���'	�� detergent tid 
�! 

butter z-zbda �
�&�� bleach javel *�+�� 

eggs l-bid � ,���� batteries 
l-нjrat d 
r-radyu 

��
���� 
 -������ 

yogurt danon %���
 razor r-razwar ���&���� 

milk l-нlib .����� tobacco store s �-s �aka �	�"�� 

coffee l-qhwa ��/��� cigarettes l-garru �0��1�� 

tea atay ��!2 package(s) bakiya(t)  ��	�� /-��	�  

sugar s-skkar �4	���  
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cheese l-frmaj ������� money l-flus �	
��� 

oil z-zit ��
�� change s �-s �rf ����� 

 

Expressions 

Do you have ... ? weš عndk ... ?  ���� ��	 ...�  

Yes, I do (have). iyeh, عndi. ���� ����.  

No, I don’t (have). lla, ma-عndi-š. ����� �� ��.  

Is there ... ? weš kayn ... ?  ���� ��	 ...�  

Yes, there is. (masc.) iyeh, kayn / mujud  ���� ���� /�	�	�  

Yes, there is. (fem.) iyeh, kayna / mujuda  ����� ���� /��	�	�  

No, there isn’t. (masc.) lla, ma-kayn-š. ����� �� �� 

No, there isn’t. (fem.) lla, ma-kayna-š. �������� �� 

Give me ... please. عt�ini ... عafak.  !��"� ...���#�.  

What do you want ma’am / sir? šnu bġiti a lalla/sidi?
 ��� � ����	 
�� /
����  

How much? bšнal? ����	 

Do you have change? weš عndk s �-s �rf? 
����� ���� ��
 

Do you have change for ... ? weš عndk s �-s �rf dyal..?  ���� ����� ���� ��
 ...
  

 

Liter 

liter itru 
��� 

¼ liter rubuع itru 
��� ��	�� 

½ liter ns � itru 
��� �� 

1 liter waнd itru 
��� ���
 

2 liters juj itru 
��� �
! 

I want ½ a liter of milk. bġit ns � itru d l-нlib. "�#��� � 
��� �� $��	.  

 

Dialogue 

Karla: s-salamu عalaykum. %&'��#(� �%�(��� )��':  

mul l-нanut: wa عalaykum s-salam. 
šnu bġiti a lalla? 

%�(��� %&'��#(� (
  .
*��� � ����	 
��  $
����� �
+:  

Karla: weš عndk šklat �? 
,�'� ���� ��
 )��':  
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mul l-нanut: iyeh, mujud a lalla. ���� � ����	 
��
.  ������� ��	:  

Karla:  .t�ini juj bakiyatع
bšнal? 

������ ��� �����  .������  ����:  

mul l-нanut: t �naš l drhm. �!�� � "���.  ������� ��	:  

Karla: hak, barak llah u fik. #�$ � %� #���� 
#�!.  ����:  

mul l-нanut: bla jmil ��	� ��.  ������� ��	:  

  

1. feen kayna Karla? 1 .����� &���� '�$  

2. weš šrat l-нlib? 2 .�(�)��� ���� "��  

3. šnu šrat mn l-нanut? 3 .�������� '	 ���� ���  

4. šнal mn bakiya? 4 .���� '	 �����&  

5. bšнal? 5 .������  

Verb “to want” 

In Moroccan Arabic, the verb “to want” is bġa (���).  This verb uses the past tense but has a present 

tense meaning.  When conjugated in the present tense, bġa means “to like” (see page 108). 

I want bġit ���� 

you want (sing.) bġiti ����� 

he wants bġa ��� 

she wants bġat ���� 

we want bġina �	��� 

you want (plur.) bġitu 
���� 

they want bġau 
��� 
 

Verb + Noun Examples 

I want tea. bġit atay. ���� ����.  

Do you want coffee with sugar? 
weš bġiti l-qhwa b 
skkar? 


������ � �
���� ����� ��
 

Ali wants a glass of water. Ali bġa kas d l-ma. ���� � ��� ��� ���.  

Driss and Fatima don’t want 
soda. 

Driss u Fatima ma-bġau-š 
l-monada. 

���	
��� �
��� �� ���!�" 
 ����.  
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Exercise: Make as many sentences as you can. 
e.g. Hicham bġa kuka. 
 

Hicham ����  

bgit ����  

atay 	�
� 
hiya �
��  

bġa ���  

l-нlib ������ 
Fatima ������  

bġau ����  нlwa b šklat � ������ � �	
� 

huwa �	
�  

bġat ����  

l-qhwa �	���� 
huma ��
�  

bġiti �����  عas �ir l-limun �	��
�� ����� 

ana ���  

bġina �����  

qhwa bla skkar ���! �� �	�" 
нna ���  

bġitu 	����  

kuka ��	� 
ntuma ��#��  

   

  

nta $��  

   

  

nti %��  

   

  

 

Listening Exercise 

garsun: s-salamu عalaykum. &#��$
�� 
&��!�� �	!��':  

Amy, Jack, 
& Chris: wa عalaykum s-salam. 

&��!�� &#��$
�� �	 (��� 	 )*�+, )����:

garsun: aš нb l-xat �r? -���.�� �� /� �	!��':  

Jack: ana bġit عas �ir l-limun. �	��
�� ����� ���� ���.  *�+,:  

garsun: waxxa a sidi, u nta? -$�� 	 )1,�! � ��.�	 �	!��':  

Chris: ana bġit qhwa ns � ns �. �2� 2� �	�" ���� ��.  (���:  

garsun: waxxa a sidi, u nti? -%�� 	 )1,�! � ��.�	 �	!��':  

Amy: bġit qhwa kнla. 3
�� �	�" ����.  ����:  

garsun: mrнba, عla r-ras u  
l-عin. ��4�� 	 (���� 5
� )�����.  �	!��':  

  

1. šnu bġa Jack? 1 .-*�+, 5�� 	��

2. weš Amy bġat нlib sxun? 2 .-�	.! ��
� ���� ���� /�	

3. šnu bġa Chris? 3 .-(��� 5�� 	��

Kayn for “There is” 
The words kayn, kayna, and kaynin are actually the participles for the verb “to be.”  In Darija, 

however, we use them most often in the sense of “there is” or “there are.”  

Affirmative 
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there is (masc. sing.) kayn ���� 

there is (fem. sing.) kayna ����� 

there are (plur.) kaynin ������ 

Negative 

there is not (masc. sing.) ma-kayn-š ����� �� 

there is not (fem. sing.) ma-kayna-š ������ �� 

there are not (plur.) ma-kaynin-š ������� �� 

 

Driss is at home. kayn Driss f d �-d �ar. 	
��
 
 ��	� ����.  

Is there water in the bottle? weš kayn l-ma f l-qrعa? ���	��
 
 ���
 ���� �
� 

Tom is not at the café. ma-kayn-š Tom f l-qhwa. �����
 
 ��� ����� ��.  

There is food in the fridge. kayna l-makla f t-tlaja. �����
 
 ������
 �����.  

There are many books on the 
table. 

kaynin bzzaf d l-ktub 
fuq t �bla. 

�����
 ��� �����
 � 

!"� ������.  




