Paths to Hope
In 1994, Morocco began its celebration of the human spirit with the Fès Festival of World Sacred Music.  Launched shortly after the first Gulf War, the Fès Festival and its Colloquium with Giving a Soul to Globalization as its theme is a call to the spirit of imaginative action to disarm and unite communities to build a culture of peace.  Now, twelve years on, it has become a movement using the compelling combination of music and ongoing discourse to communicate hope and a sense of fellowship to help melt boundaries.  Festival programs are powerful catalysts through which, people can reach out through their differences to one another.   In recognition, the United Nations named the Festival one of seven events in the world that is the “Unsung Heroes of Dialogue” having reached out across the “divide” to the “other.”  The Fundationé Laboratoré Mediterraneo honored the Festival with its highest El Premio Mediterraneo Culture 2005 award.  This year, the Festival was awarded the Ousseimi Prize for Tolerance by the Geneva based Ousseimi Foundation.  The 2005 recipient was Nelson Mandela.
The Spirit of Fès, the international component of the Festival, transports its message of peace beyond Moroccan shores to the world to broaden the dialogue begun in Fès about art, culture and spirituality as a humane response to pressing global issues.  To build on the success and positive impact of the Spirit of Fès 2004 U.S. National Tour, we are launching the second Tour, with the theme of Paths to Hope, in October 2006.  Some of the most renowned world musicians will travel to communities throughout the U.S. to celebrate the human spirit and cultural diversity, bringing awareness of the distinctions between and shared common ground within cultures.

The 2006 concert program will continue the tradition introduced in the 2004 Tour with a focus on artists from the three Abrahamic faiths - Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  Performing artists span three continents, Africa, Asia and the U.S. Those from the U.S. highlight its great diversity.  In one segment, Moroccan-American vocalist Gerard Edery, representing the Sephardic Jewish tradition, will collaborate with percussionist Jamey Haddad, from the Lebanese-American Christian community and oudist Zafar Tawil, from the Palestinian-American Muslim community. In another, India’s great vocalist Aruna Sairam representing the ancient Hindu sacred tradition will collaborate with Susan Hellauer, a founding member of the U.S. based ancient music ensemble Anonymous 4.  Southern Morocco’s Daqqa, representatives of the southern Morocco’s Sufi tradition will close the program.

To weave the essence of the Fès Festival and its companion Fès Forum: Giving a Soul to Globalization into the Tour, a full complement of programs inspired by those held in Fès will be offered.  These programs include, master classes, children’s programs and discussions on vital global issues with multidisciplinary speakers to stimulate further, more regionally specific public conversations where the Tour travels to.  

We look forward to joining hands with you to continue encouraging openness towards other cultures, deepening dialogue between people and actively participating in serving world peace.  

--Zeyba Rahman, Spirit of Fès on Tour

