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Bridges Between Cultures

A video by Dan Cahill
Abstract: Dan Cahill (Kenitra 68-70) filmed video during the Moroccan-American Friendship Tour in November 2001. It includes interviews and reflections of the RPCVs and RPCV family members who were on the tour as well as Moroccans encountered. Dan is a filmmaker and does video production at New York University.

The Friends of Morocco Moroccan-American Friendship Tour of November 2001 had several goals.  In the Aftermath of the terrorist attack of September 11 and the US reaction, tourism worldwide plummeted including American tourism to Morocco.  It is sill down 50% from historical levels. The tour was an opportunity for FOM members to get to Morocco to remind people that Morocco is a friend of America and the diversity of the Arab world and Islam, to help re-start the tourism economy, to return to their work sites and to bring that message back home to the U.S. 

Friends of Morocco (FOM), active since 1988, is an organization of Americans, mostly returned Peace Corps volunteers (RPCVs), with experience in Morocco and Moroccans in America united with an interest in promoting educational, cultural, charitable, social, literary and scientific exchange between Morocco and the United States of America.  Details see http://morocco.home.att.net 

FOM seeks to:
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  reunite Americans with Morocco experience and Moroccans in America;
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  improve the awareness of Americans regarding the culture, needs and achievements of Moroccan peoples;
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  keep members and others current on events in Morocco;
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  support projects of the U.S. Peace Corps and private charitable organizations in Morocco;
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  organize and implement development education and outreach activities;
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  fund and support charitable projects and scholarship on Morocco and Moroccans.

Discussion Guide

 
There are three basic sections to the program, which are separated by black screens:
 
A) Reflections on Peace Corps service in Morocco in retrospect
B) Thoughts and feelings from Americans and Moroccans on 9/11
C) Morocco and its culture
 
The discussion leader should highlight these themes before showing the video as well as emphasizing the need to read the first two screens, which give more detail (and possibly pausing the player on those screens for slower readers). Depending on the age and education of the audience, it might also be helpful to point out Morocco's location on a map and mention other basic facts such as population, major cities, and recent political history.
 
SUGGESTED DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
 
A) THE PEACE CORPS EXPERIENCE
1. Drawing on Carol McCreary's first comment, why is it a goal of the Peace Corps to "work ourselves out of jobs"? Why does the Peace Corps go to specific countries and implement certain programs?
2) What are some of the lasting benefits of Peace Corps work in the countries that are served? What are the benefits to the volunteers themselves?
3) What does the old footage from the late 60's suggest about the Volunteers and their level of involvement in Moroccan life?
4) Abdelhay Moudden went to the U.S. as an exchange student, with help from two Volunteer teachers. Is this what you would expect the Peace Corps to be doing?
5) Is it a good idea for the Peace Corps to be in Morocco for over 40 years?
6) Why do people join the Peace Corps? Would you ever consider it?
 
B) SEPTEMBER 11
1) The comments in this section were made two months after the attacks. What do you recall of your own feelings at that time? How did those events change your view of the world? Did those events change your view of the U.S.? Would you have flown to an Islamic country at that time, if given the opportunity?
2) Does it surprise you that Morocco is hospitable and welcoming to Americans? Why?
3) What is your own view of Islam in today's world? Is there something about the religion that promotes violence and terrorism?
4) Were you surprised to learn that Moroccans suffered personal losses on 9/11? Why?  While Moroccans were included in the early fatality counts of over 5000 persons, ultimately none were included later counts (now at 3,031).  How does one deal with changing information in news stories as additional information comes in and makes early reports false?
5) Youssef Amine Elalamy's comment reflects the way America is seen through the movies it exports. What do you know of the kind of American popular culture that attracts large audiences in foreign countries?
6) Jim Teschner is critical of the Bush Administration's lone refusal to adopt the Kyoto Agreements on climate change. What does this say about Bush's interest in how other countries view us? Was Bush's decision good or bad for America in the long run? In the short run? If you were a Volunteer living overseas, how would you respond to questions about this from the local people? Should Volunteers be expected to defend U.S. government policies?
7) Loubna Skalli criticizes Americans' limited focus on 9/11... "Enemies" rather than "Why?" Is this your view? What role do the U.S. news media play in this issue? Did you have any exposure to foreign news media after 9/11?
 
C) MOROCCO AND ITS CULTURE
1) What sensual impressions did you gather about Morocco? Would you like to visit there? Why, or why not?
2) Have you ever eaten Moroccan food? Listened to Moroccan music? Read any Moroccan writers? Seen any Moroccan films? How do you think Moroccans would answer those questions about American culture?
3) Compare and contrast Moroccan street life as depicted in the video with American street life in your community.

For further information on Friends of Morocco and Morocco, visit our web site at http://www.friendsofmorocco.org or contact us at PO Box 2579, Washington, Dc 20013-2579 or telephone 703 660 9292 or email tresch@att.net

Copies of the Video can be secured from Dan Cahill for $10 in DVD (preferred) or, if necessary, VHS including postage at daniel.cahill@nyu.edu or (212) 998 6317
