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Friends of Morocco




Friends of Morocco Annual Report for 2009
Friends of Morocco goals are 1) uniting Americans with a connection to Morocco, Moroccans in America and Americans of Moroccan ancestry; 2) informing Americans about the culture, needs and achievements of Morocco, Moroccans, Islam and the Arab and Berber worlds; 3) keeping members and others current on events in Morocco; and 4) supporting projects of the U.S. Peace Corps and private charitable organizations in Morocco.

Friends of Morocco is, in essence, electronic information sharing, a solid web presence, an RPCV/Morocco and member database, meetings associated with NPCA, and a suite of local and year of service gatherings.  There is also home hospitality for Moroccans in America, charity dinners, school and community group lectures, responses to queries, and coordination with other groups sharing FOM objectives.  Major activities in 2009 included:
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      FOM Web Site:  The site provides basic FOM information including purpose statement, contacts, and a membership application.  The substantial content includes the Peace Corps language course on Moroccan dialectical Arabic, an exhaustive bibliography on Morocco in English, access to over 650 recipes as well as the PC/Morocco 2007 cookbook for volunteers, directory of films set in Morocco, directory of Moroccan restaurants throughout the US, Moroccan travel information, a Yellow Pages directory, and access to an extensive Moroccan music library and Moroccan radio stations.  The site averaged about 600 visits per day in 2009 (See Annex 1). The site is located at http://www.friendsofmorocco.org.  There are also several “year of service” listserves, newsletters and web sites maintained by FOM members all linked from the FOM site.
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    Teaching about Islam and the Arab World: The third goal of Peace Corps “To help promote a better understanding of other peoples on the part of Americans” is especially important for returned Peace Corps volunteers who served in Morocco.  We understand the diversity of the world, Islam and the Arab world.  We share that understanding with our friends, neighbors and the general public. Members were alerted to the resource and urged to be proactive in helping American understand Islam and the Arab world.  For information about teaching about Islam and the Arab world see http://morocco.home.att.net/teachislam.htm.
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      Newsletter:  The Friends of Morocco did not produce any hard copy Newsletters in 2009.   Past Newsletters are available for download on the FOM web site as PDF files.   A monthly FOM electronic newsletter is posted to the FOM site including references to relevant articles on the web as well as the weekly “News in Review”.  The FOM weekly “News in Review” is compiled with the support of Mhamed El Kadi, the Peace Corps/Morocco librarian, who produces the listings for the PCVs serving in Morocco with Internet access.  Several email blasts are sent annually generally focused on a specific geographic area but also a couple nationally.
[image: image5.png]


      Membership Database: Over 4500 people have served in the Peace Corps in Morocco over the last 47 years.  Friends of Morocco maintains database with the names of about 3300 persons, most of whom were Peace Corps volunteers in Morocco, the remainder of whom are Americans with experience in Morocco and Moroccans in America.  FOM has valid mailing addresses for about 2350 and valid email for 1100 persons.  Most of the missing names date from the 60s and 70s.  In 2009, the database was used for reconnecting volunteers, supporting year of service reunions, announcing local events such as film festivals, commercial concerts, cooking classes, and lectures and responding to assistance inquires.  
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    Coordination with Other Groups:  Friends of Morocco worked in 2009 with several other groups who share FOM’s objectives.  Support has included articles in our newsletter, links from our web site, announcements to our members, and notice in our web-based events calendar.  The groups included:
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    The Kennedy Center staged a three week festival called Arabesque: Arts of the Arab World in spring 2009 showcasing the varied cultures of the 22 Arab nations that represent the Arabic-speaking world, including Morocco. From the Arabian Gulf to the Levant to North Africa-this region of the world is the birthplace of human civilization and features extraordinary diversity in geography, traditions, landscape, religion, and contemporary aesthetics. In cooperation with the League of Arab States, the three-week festival brought together artists in performances of music, dance, and theater, as well as exhibitions featuring art installations, fashion, a soundscape, cuisine, a marketplace, and much more.  
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    The High Atlas Foundation formed by Morocco RPCVs.  HAF is a  501c3 non-profit whose aim is to establish community-based projects in Morocco that local people design in partnership with government and non-government agencies.  HAF was created by Peace Corps volunteers and staff who served in Morocco. Its founders utilize their professional relationships, friendships and knowledge gained during their years of Peace Corps service for the continued benefit of the Moroccan people.  High Atlas Foundation (HAF) held receptions in NYC and Washington, DC in January 2009 learn more about HAF's activities, catch up with old friends, and meet others interested in Morocco.  In June the Moroccan Ambassador to the US, H.E. Aziz Mekouar, and Mrs. Maria Felice Mekouar hosted a sit down dinner for High Atlas Foundation supporters.  In November over 125 guests, including Moroccan expatriates, former Peace Corps Volunteers and staff, business leaders, and academicians, participated in HAF’s Fifth Annual New York City reception at the American Institute of Architects New York.  Guests enjoyed Moroccan hors d’oeuvres, a traditional tea pouring ceremony, henna art, and music.  More than $15,000 was raised for tree planting in Morocco.  
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    The Tangier American Legation Museum Institute for Moroccan Studies (TALIM) of Tangier, Morocco is the only historic landmark of the United States located abroad and is now operating as a museum and cultural center.  The Legation served as a Peace Corps Language Center in the early 1970s.  
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    The Maghreb Center is an independent Washington DC based non-profit dedicated to understanding and analyzing the political, economic, and social climate in the five countries of North Africa that are also known as the Maghreb: Mauritania, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya. The center disseminates this information amongst policy-makers, academics, the media, and the American public at large.  In March 2009 the The Maghreb Center hosted A lecture and discussion about the process of Reconciliation and Justice, and the current state of human rights in Morocco by Dr. Ahmed Herzenni, President of Morocco's Advisory Council on Human Rights, and Democracy Activist on Morocco: Rights, Reconciliation & Justice Georgetown University's Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs
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    Arabian Sights Film Festival of Washington, D.C. in 2009 showing three films made in Morocco A Fiancé for Yasmina, Française, and Number One.  
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    The Washington Moroccan Club exists to strengthen relations between all members of the Moroccan American community within the united States; to enhance mutual understanding with other communities and the society at large and to promote fellowship, harmony and rapport, not only among people of the Moroccan-American community.  They organize social, cultural, and sport events towards the promotion of our Moroccan cultural heritage; represent our cultural heritage in society through participation in local and regional events and coordinate activities and cooperate with other groups and other organizations in the area. 
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    The American Bar Association Rule of Law Initiative and the Embassy of the Kingdom of Morocco presented in January “The Challenges of Human Rights Reform in Morocco” by Dr. Lahcen Haddad, Professor at Mohammed V University in Rabat, Morocco and Senior Associate at Management Systems International (MSI).  Remarks were based on his recent publication entitled: la problematique des reformes en matiere des droits de l'homme au Maroc (Issues of Human Rights Reform in Morocco)
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    Smithsonian Institution National Museum of African Art presented Desert Jewels: North African Jewelry and Photography For 30 years, Xavier Guerrand-Hermès of the renowned Paris-based fashion empire collected both stunning North African jewelry and historic late 19th- and early 20th-century photographs by some of the region's most prominent photographers. 
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    Jews in Morocco. Rick Gold has put together a fascinating website on Morocco’s Jewish population. The site explores the role, history and emigration of Moroccan Jews. It provides a guide to cities and towns throughout the country that once had a significant Jewish presence. For teachers of 3rd and 6th graders, it contains teaching guides. It also provides such resources as community contacts, a description of the Jewish museum and foundation in Casablanca, an extensive bibliography and weblinks.
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   The Moroccan American Cultural Center works to build stronger cultural and educational ties between Morocco and the U.S. through its support of programs that enhance bilateral relations and cooperation.
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    The Moroccan American Center for Policy (MACP) is a non-profit organization whose principal mission is to inform opinion makers, government officials and an interested public in the United States about political and social developments in Morocco and the role being played by the Kingdom of Morocco in broader strategic developments in North Africa, the Mediterranean, and the Middle East. It is an initiative of His Majesty King Mohammed VI that focuses on enhancing a broad range of Moroccan-US relations. 
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    The Middle East Institute 
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    American Moroccan Institute 
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    Carnegie Endowment for International Peace Middle East Program 
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    Association of Moroccan Professionals in America
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    The Center for Contemporary Arab Studies Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University 

Annex 1 

Usage Statistics for friendsofmorocco.org

Summary Period: Last 12 Months
Generated 29-Mar-2009 02:48 PDT
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	Month
	Daily Avg
	Monthly Totals

	
	Hits
	Files
	Pages
	Visits
	Sites
	KBytes
	Visits
	Pages
	Files
	Hits

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mar 2010
	3936
	2484
	1687
	541
	10467
	7750359
	14610
	45575
	67082
	106283

	Feb 2010
	4165
	2521
	1618
	595
	12057
	8022244
	16687
	45320
	70597
	116636

	Jan 2010
	4663
	2774
	1984
	625
	13540
	9227634
	19403
	61508
	86014
	144567

	Dec 2009
	4223
	2437
	1719
	588
	12621
	8497272
	18233
	53305
	75556
	130936

	Nov 2009
	4361
	2481
	1721
	613
	12889
	8137741
	18410
	51632
	74446
	130841

	Oct 2009
	4570
	2638
	2031
	624
	12227
	8923694
	19373
	62971
	81807
	141683

	Sep 2009
	4154
	2384
	1877
	578
	11483
	7797005
	17351
	56315
	71543
	124628

	Aug 2009
	4255
	2410
	2020
	577
	11508
	7747549
	17916
	62639
	74729
	131924

	Jul 2009
	3784
	2352
	1614
	513
	13218
	8320257
	15921
	50035
	72933
	117327

	Jun 2009
	3880
	2370
	1757
	522
	11325
	7722460
	15679
	52723
	71117
	116409

	May 2009
	3772
	2535
	1558
	531
	12513
	8875258
	16477
	48317
	78589
	116933

	Apr 2009
	3911
	2434
	1437
	572
	12979
	8121477
	17167
	43124
	73030
	117331

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Totals
	99142950
	207227
	633464
	897443
	1495498
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