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Friends of Morocco




Friends of Morocco Annual Report for 2008
Friends of Morocco goals are 1) uniting Americans with a connection to Morocco, Moroccans in America and Americans of Moroccan ancestry; 2) informing Americans about the culture, needs and achievements of Morocco, Moroccans, Islam and the Arab and Berber worlds; 3) keeping members and others current on events in Morocco; and 4) supporting projects of the U.S. Peace Corps and private charitable organizations in Morocco.

Friends of Morocco is, in essence, electronic information sharing, a solid web presence, an RPCV/Morocco and member database, meetings associated with NPCA, and a suite of local and year of service gatherings.  There is also home hospitality for Moroccans in America, charity dinners, school and community group lectures, responses to queries, and coordination with other groups sharing FOM objectives.  Major activities in 2008 included:
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      FOM Web Site:  The site provides basic FOM information including purpose statement, contacts, and a membership application.  The substantial content includes the Peace Corps language course on Moroccan dialectical Arabic, an exhaustive bibliography on Morocco in English, access to over 650 recipes as well as the PC/Morocco 2007 cookbook for volunteers, directory of films set in Morocco, directory of Moroccan restaurants throughout the US, Moroccan travel information, a Yellow Pages directory, and access to an extensive Moroccan music library and Moroccan radio stations.  The site averaged about 700 visits per day in 2008 (See Annex 1). The site is located at http://www.friendsofmorocco.org.  There are also several “year of service” listserves, newsletters and web sites maintained by FOM members all linked from the FOM site.
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    Teaching about Islam and the Arab World: The third goal of Peace Corps “To help promote a better understanding of other peoples on the part of Americans” is especially important for returned Peace Corps volunteers who served in Morocco.  We understand the diversity of the world, Islam and the Arab world.  We share that understanding with our friends, neighbors and the general public. Members were alerted to the resource and urged to be proactive in helping American understand Islam and the Arab world.  For information about teaching about Islam and the Arab world see http://morocco.home.att.net/teachislam.htm.
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      Newsletter:  The Friends of Morocco did not produce any hard copy Newsletters in 2008.   Past Newsletters are available for download on the FOM web site as PDF files.   A monthly FOM electronic newsletter is posted to the FOM site including references to relevant articles on the web as well as the weekly “News in Review”.  The FOM weekly “News in Review” is compiled with the support of Mhamed El Kadi, the Peace Corps/Morocco librarian, who produces the listings for the PCVs serving in Morocco with Internet access.  The FOM website also republished copies of the Friends of Tunisia newsletter, which is not otherwise available electronically.  Several email blasts are sent annually generally focused on a specific geographic area but also a couple nationally.
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      Membership Database: Over 4500 people have served in the Peace Corps in Morocco over the last 45 years.  Friends of Morocco maintains database with the names of about 3300 persons, most of whom were Peace Corps volunteers in Morocco, the remainder of whom are Americans with experience in Morocco and Moroccans in America.  FOM has valid mailing addresses for about 2275 and valid email for 1002 persons.  Most of the missing names date from the 60s and 70s.  In 2008, the database was used for reconnecting volunteers, supporting year of service reunions, announcing local events such as film festivals, commercial concerts, cooking classes, and lectures and responding to assistance inquires.  
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    Coordination with Other Groups:  Friends of Morocco worked in 2008 with several other groups who share FOM’s objectives.  Support has included articles in our newsletter, links from our web site, announcements to our members, and notice in our web-based events calendar.  The groups included:
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    The High Atlas Foundation formed by former Morocco RPCVs.  HAF is a  501c3 non-profit whose aim is to establish community-based projects in Morocco that local people design in partnership with government and non-government agencies.  HAF was created by Peace Corps volunteers and staff who served in Morocco. Its founders utilize their professional relationships, friendships and knowledge gained during their years of Peace Corps service for the continued benefit of the Moroccan people.  HAF Celebrates 45 Years of Peace Corps Service in Morocco.  On June 13th 2008 at the residence of H.E. Aziz Mekouar, Moroccan Ambassador to the US High Atlas Foundation at a fund-raising reception recognized 45 years of Peace Corps in Morocco, the Friends of Morocco and Tim Resch, President of Friends of Morocco and RPCV Morocco (1970-1974).
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    The Tangier American Legation Museum Institute for Moroccan Studies (TALIM) of Tangier, Morocco is the only historic landmark of the United States located abroad and is now operating as a museum and cultural center.
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    The PLUS Program is a scholarship program for students from the Middle East, North Africa, and South Asia funded by the Department of State and administered by the Academy for Educational Development (AED). Initiated in 2004, it is the first U.S. government-sponsored undergraduate scholarship program for students from Muslim-majority regions. The PLUS Program identifies and supports undergraduate level study at accredited higher educational institutions in the United States for a select cadre of academically talented students who exhibit leadership potential in contributing to the economic, political, and social development of their region. Since 2004, approximately 250 students from 16 countries in the Middle East, North Africa, and South Asia received scholarships to complete the final two years of their university studies in the United States.  
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    The Maghreb Center is an independent Washington DC based non-profit dedicated to understanding and analyzing the political, economic, and social climate in the five countries of North Africa that are also known as the Maghreb: Mauritania, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya. The center disseminates this information amongst policy-makers, academics, the media, and the American public at large.  
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    Arabian Sights Film Festival of Washington, D.C. 
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    The Washington Moroccan Club exists to strengthen relations between all members of the Moroccan American community within the united States; to enhance mutual understanding with other communities and the society at large and to promote fellowship, harmony and rapport, not only among people of the Moroccan-American community.  They organize social, cultural, and sport events towards the promotion of our Moroccan cultural heritage; represent our cultural heritage in society through participation in local and regional events and coordinate activities and cooperate with other groups and other organizations in the area. 
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    The Middle East Institute and American Moroccan Institute 
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    Carnegie Endowment for International Peace Middle East Program 
[image: image15.png]


    Association of Moroccan Professionals in America 
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    The Center for Contemporary Arab Studies Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University 
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    The Friendship Caravan, Inc. promotes cross-cultural communication and mutual respect through high profile media events to provide a forum of ideas, spirituality, and cultural exchange to promote better understanding among Americans, Europeans, Arabs and Muslims. 
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    Jews in Morocco. Rick Gold has put together a fascinating website on Morocco’s Jewish population. The site explores the role, history and emigration of Moroccan Jews. It provides a guide to cities and towns throughout the country that once had a significant Jewish presence. For teachers of 3rd and 6th graders, it contains teaching guides. It also provides such resources as community contacts, a description of the Jewish museum and foundation in Casablanca, an extensive bibliography and weblinks.
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    Art and culture of the "Maghreb.  The focus is on literature, cinema and music that in some way can trace their origins back to the three countries that were colonized by France in the colonial era, but many of the writers and artists we deal with have been citizens of France for decades and may consider themselves as much or more so French then Moroccan, Algerian or Tunisian.
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    Congressional Caucus on U.S./Moroccan Relations that aims to promote understanding surrounding Moroccan issues among members of Congress and build long-term bilateral relations.

Annex 1 

Usage Statistics for friendsofmorocco.org

Summary Period: Last 12 Months
Generated 29-Mar-2009 02:48 PDT


[image: image21.png]nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

it

il

=
=i

_IE‘
———
—

—

—

—— =

KKKKKK





	

	Summary by Month

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Month
	Daily Avg
	Monthly Totals

	
	Hits
	Files
	Pages
	Visits
	Sites
	KBytes
	Visits
	Pages
	Files
	Hits

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mar 2009
	3846
	2321
	1569
	547
	12380
	6544431
	15878
	45514
	67331
	111550

	Feb 2009
	4381
	2733
	1908
	588
	12843
	7336967
	16476
	53437
	76532
	122681

	Jan 2009
	4477
	2878
	1994
	580
	14324
	8601485
	17991
	61828
	89241
	138812

	Dec 2008
	3998
	2641
	1772
	553
	12571
	7173888
	17149
	54961
	81875
	123960

	Nov 2008
	4655
	3229
	2003
	654
	14529
	8033911
	19638
	60106
	96870
	139678

	Oct 2008
	4154
	2851
	1739
	586
	13864
	7932635
	18177
	53913
	88385
	128800

	Sep 2008
	4178
	2986
	1745
	555
	13417
	7582159
	16661
	52363
	89604
	125348

	Aug 2008
	3951
	2826
	1818
	518
	12239
	9126839
	16078
	56382
	87633
	122482

	Jul 2008
	3792
	2812
	1840
	572
	12124
	9058779
	17757
	57042
	87175
	117555

	Jun 2008
	4398
	3330
	1957
	758
	18405
	9345448
	22742
	58721
	99900
	131964

	May 2008
	4976
	3617
	2290
	1084
	19142
	9703151
	33608
	71012
	112157
	154279

	Apr 2008
	5646
	4016
	2262
	1271
	23733
	9646396
	38130
	67868
	120504
	169386

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Totals
	100086089
	250285
	693147
	1097207
	1586495
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