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Friends of Morocco




Friends of Morocco Annual Report for 2006
Friends of Morocco goals are 1) uniting Americans with a connection to Morocco, Moroccans in America and Americans of Moroccan ancestry; 2) informing Americans about the culture, needs and achievements of Morocco, Moroccans, Islam and the Arab and Berber worlds; 3) keeping members and others current on events in Morocco; and 4) supporting projects of the U.S. Peace Corps and private charitable organizations in Morocco.

Friends of Morocco is, in essence, electronic information sharing, a solid web presence, an RPCV/Morocco and member database, a biennial meeting associated with NPCA, and a suite of local and year of service gatherings.  There is also home hospitality for Moroccans in America, charity dinners, school and community group lectures, responses to queries, and coordination with other groups sharing FOM objectives.  Major activities in 2006 included:
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      FOM Web Site:  The site provides basic FOM information including purpose statement, contacts, and a membership application.  The substantial content includes an exhaustive bibliography on Morocco in English, access to over 150 recipes, directory of films set in Morocco, directory of Moroccan restaurants throughout the US, Moroccan travel information, a Yellow Pages directory, and access to an extensive Moroccan music library and Moroccan radio stations.  The site averages 800 visits per day (See Annex 1). The site is located at http://www.friendsofmorocco.org.  There are also several “year of service” listserves, newsletters and web sites maintained by FOM members all linked from the FOM site.
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    Teaching about Islam and the Arab World: Already existing as a part of the Development Education/Third Goal/Peace Day component of the web site, the “Teaching about Islam and the Arab World” web page was expanded and placed more prominently on the FOM web site.  Members were alerted to the resource and urged to be proactive in helping American understand Islam and the Arab world.  The third goal of Peace Corps is “To help promote a better understanding of other peoples on the part of Americans” is especially important for returned Peace Corps volunteers who served in Morocco.  We understand the diversity of the world, Islam and the Arab world.  We share that understanding with our friends, neighbors and the general public.  For information about teaching about Islam and the Arab world see http://morocco.home.att.net/teachislam.htm.
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      Newsletter:  The Friends of Morocco did not produce any hard copy Newsletters in 2006.   Past Newsletters are available for download on the FOM web site as PDF files.   In addition, a monthly FOM electronic newsletter is posted to the FOM site including references to relevant articles on the web as well as the weekly “News in Review”.  The FOM electronic newsletter is compiled with the support of Mhamed El Kadi, the Peace Corps/Morocco librarian, who produces the listings for the 85% of Morocco PCVs with Internet access.  The FOM website also republished copies of the Friends of Tunisia newsletter, which is not otherwise available electronically. 
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      Membership Database: Over 4000 people have served in the Peace Corps in Morocco over the last 40 years. Friends of Morocco maintains database with the names of about 3150 persons, most of whom were Peace Corps volunteers in Morocco, the remainder of whom are Americans with experience in Morocco and Moroccans in America. FOM has valid mailing addresses for about 2250 and valid email for 900 persons. Most of the missing names date from the 60s and 70s. In 2006, the database was used for reconnecting volunteers, supporting year of service reunions, announcing local events such as film festivals, commercial concerts, cooking classes, and lectures and responding to assistance inquires.  
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      Year of Service Reunions: MOROCCO I (62-64) had it's Reunion on Labor Day weekend, September 1-4, 2006 at Jerry & Diane David's in Hendersonville, North Carolina. A weekend of fun, renewing old friendships, re-living old memories and lots to eat, including a Mishwee on Saturday night with participation by Embassy of Morocco DCM Aicha Affifi.  
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    Iftar (breaking the Ramadan fast) on Sunday, October 15 at the Taste of Morocco restaurant in Silver Spring, MD.  Speaker on Islam, Ramadan, Iftar, and the food and culture surrounding Ramadan. Co-sponsored with Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of Washington, DC.  
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    Seminar Series at Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), Johns Hopkins University Part of 2006-2007 In cooperation with The Tangier American Legation Museum Society (TALMS) and Association of Moroccan Professionals in America. 
Tuesday, November 28 TALM Director, Thor Kuniholm reports on activities at The Tangier American Legation Museum and Research Center in Morocco. A gift to the U.S. in 1821 from Moroccan Sultan Moulay Suliman, it is the first piece of property acquired abroad by the U.S. government. Today, The Tangier American Legation Museum (TALM) is a thriving cultural center, museum, conference center and library in the heart of the old medina in Tangier. Saved from destruction by a small but dedicated group now known as the Tangier American Legation Museum Society, (TALMS) the museum now operates with a locally-hired staff under the leadership of the Museum Director, Thor Kuniholm. 

 Wednesday, October 25 Raising the Moroccan-American child:  Panel on approaches to nurturing successful multi-cultural (and multi-lingual) Moroccan-American children with feet both in Morocco and in the US.
Tuesday, September 19  Tangier, Morocco 1882-1909:  Facts behind the fiction.  Historical perspective from Diane Ponasik’s new book, Tangier, a novel.  Diane Skelly Ponasik was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Morocco in the 1960’s and has a Ph.D. in Anthropology with an emphasis on the Middle East.  She spent ten years on and off in Morocco, and lived several months at the American Legation in Tangier, where her novel is set.  She then joined the United States Agency for International Development.  During her twenty-seven year career she was stationed in the Yemen Arab Republic, Mali, Egypt, Haiti and Macedonia.  She and her husband have an adopted  Moroccan daughter, who is now married. 
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      Home hospitality for Moroccan students for the spring, summer and holiday school breaks under the State Department-funded Academy for Educational Development (AED)-managed Partnerships for Learning Undergraduate Studies Program.   The Partnership for Learning Undergraduate Studies (PLUS) Program is an undergraduate scholarship program that allows students from the Middle East and North Africa to complete their bachelor's degrees at U.S. universities.  AED is coordinating the academic phase of the program.  In addition to completing coursework and other requirements for a bachelor's degree, students will be encouraged to engage actively in local campus and community life.  
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      DC area Annual Moroccan Pot Luck Picnic was held Sunday, September 10, 2006 at the home of Susan Boucher.  FOM has developed a web page for “What to Bring to a Moroccan Potluck”.
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    Coordination with Other Groups:  Friends of Morocco worked in 2006 with several other groups who share FOM’s objectives.  Support has included articles in our newsletter, links from our web site, announcements to our members, and notice in our web-based events calendar.  The groups included:
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    The High Atlas Foundation formed by former Morocco RPCVs.  HAF is a  501c3 non-profit whose aim is to establish community-based projects in Morocco that local people design in partnership with government and non-government agencies.  HAF was created by Peace Corps volunteers and staff who served in Morocco. Its founders utilize their professional relationships, friendships and knowledge gained during their years of Peace Corps service for the continued benefit of the Moroccan people.  Second annual fundraising event in NYC on September 21st and reception to recognize The Honorable Edward M. Gabriel Former United States Ambassador to Morocco for his continued extraordinary service to the people of Morocco and to remember Ms. Kate Jeans-Gail Former Peace Corps Morocco Volunteer.  
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    The Tangier American Legation Museum of Tangier, Morocco Benefit Reception Monday, November 27, 2006 at the residence of the Ambassador of H.M. the King of Morocco and Mrs Aziz Mekouar. 
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    The Maghreb Center is an independent Washington DC based non-profit dedicated to understanding and analyzing the political, economic, and social climate in the five countries of North Africa that are also known as the Maghreb: Mauritania, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya. The center disseminates this information amongst policy-makers, academics, the media, and the American public at large.  The Maghreb Center in collaboration with the Maghreb Department, Middle East and North Africa of the World Bank hosted Morocco at the Crossroads: Achievements and Challenges on Tuesday, December 19, 2006.
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    Spirit of Fès: Sacred Sounds from East & West US National Tour: Paths to Hope October 7 to 29, 2006 The Spirit of Fès is the international component of the celebrated Fès Festival of World Sacred Music and its companion Fès Forum. Its mission is to broaden the dialogue begun in Fès about ways in which art, culture and spirituality can offer a humane response to pressing global issues. The Tour traveled to 15 cities in 7 states to connect to American communities and audiences. Presented in cooperation with the Embassy of Morocco. 
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    Arabian Sights Film Festival of Washington, DC. 
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    The Washington Moroccan Club exists to strengthen relations between all members of the Moroccan American community within the united States; to enhance mutual understanding with other communities and the society at large and to promote fellowship, harmony and rapport, not only among people of the Moroccan-American community.  They organize social, cultural, and sport events towards the promotion of our Moroccan cultural heritage; represent our cultural heritage in society through participation in local and regional events and coordinate activities and cooperate with other groups and other organizations in the area. 
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    Moroccan Americans of the Greater Washington Area (MAGWA) Seminar on Moroccan Americans: Opportunities And Responsibilities. Saturday, June 24, 2006 
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    The Middle East Institute and American Moroccan Institute hosted Andre Azoulay, senior advisor to King Mohammed VI and, prior to that, advisor to his father King Hassan II, who spoke on “Political Reforms and Stability in Morocco” Wednesday, December 13, 2006.  
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    American Moroccan Institute(AMI) in coordination with the United States Congress and the National Democratic Institute (NDI) American-Moroccan Relations & the Path toward Democracy June 8, 2006 Washington DC, Capitol Hill, Rayburn Building, Room 2200 
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    Carnegie Endowment for International Peace Middle East Program presented A symposium on  “Morocco : From Top-down Reform to Democratic Transition?” November 1, 2006.
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    Association of Moroccan Professionals in America session on Moroccan Women Economic Empowerment June 17th, 2006 The George Washington University 
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    La Maison du Caftan “Moroccan Fashion Show with Ouail Abouhassane and Abderahim Souiri Orchestra”  Fashion Parade of Moroccan Traditional and Modern outfits by NOUZHA LAHLOU in New York NY.
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    KUNUZ of Morocco open house of Moroccan arts & crafts December 9-10, 2006 in Vienna, VA.  Pottery from Fes & Safi, wood boxes from Essaouira, mirrors, lanterns& baskets from Marrakesh, Jewelry, kaftans and much more…  
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    Minnesota Internal Center's (MIC) annual benefit with the focus country the Kingdom of Morocco, providing guests with an opportunity to sample the culture and cuisine of this fascinating country in an exhilarating environment … Circus Juventas in St. Paul, MN Saturday, June 17.  An evening celebrating the Kingdom of Morocco, a country that offers a unique blend of African, Arabic and European influences. The evening will include elements of Moroccan culture, cuisine and music as well as a Moroccan-themed performance by Circus Juventas.  Morocco is one of Minnesota’s fastest growing trade partners; and Morocco and the University of Minnesota have a 30-year history of collaboration via the USAID-sponsored Minnesota-Morocco project, which has brought more than 400 Moroccan students to the University of Minnesota since its inception.
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    The Center for Contemporary Arab Studies Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University Presentation on “Truth and Reconciliation in Morocco: An Unprecedented Model of Justice for Human Rights” March 16, 2006 Co-sponsored with the Embassy of Morocco in the US
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    Xauen Music nationwide tour, "The Songs of Sheikh Sayyed Darweesh," featuring the Chicago Classical Oriental Ensemble with guest vocalists Youssef Kassab and Rozann Khoury. The tour is presented in conjunction with the release of the CCOE's new CD, "The Songs of Sayyed Darweesh: Soul of a People."

The Chicago Classical Oriental Ensemble’s tour aims to recreate the ambience of Darweesh’s era and immerse audiences in music and ideas that are relevant today. The acoustic ensemble is composed of Oriental instruments such as qanun, ‘ud (lute), riqq (Arab tambourine), and nay (flute) and Western classical instruments such as violin and cello, as well as male and female vocals. Concert schedule included:  New York, NY Friday, February 17; Boston, MA Saturday, February 18; Washington, DC Monday, February 20; Ann Arbor, MI Tuesday, February 21; Chicago, IL Sunday, February 26; Seattle, WA Tuesday, February 28; and Los Angeles, CA Thursday, March 2.  
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    The Friendship Caravan, Inc. promotes cross-cultural communication and mutual respect through high profile media events to provide a forum of ideas, spirituality, and cultural exchange to promote better understanding among Americans, Europeans, Arabs and Muslims. 
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    Jews in Morocco. Rick Gold has put together a fascinating website on Morocco’s Jewish population. The site explores the role, history and emigration of Moroccan Jews. It provides a guide to cities and towns throughout the country that once had a significant Jewish presence. For teachers of 3rd and 6th graders, it contains teaching guides. It also provides such resources as community contacts, a description of the Jewish museum and foundation in Casablanca, an extensive bibliography and weblinks.
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    Francophone Literature of the Maghreb (Authored by FOM members Mike Toler and Debbie Folaron) is a basic introduction to contemporary literature of the Maghreb. It is intended to provide a general introduction for those who are not at all familiar with this tradition, as well as a number of supplemental resources for both the general reader and for scholars.
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    Congressional Caucus on U.S./Moroccan Relations that aims to promote understanding surrounding Moroccan issues among members of Congress and build long-term bilateral relations.

Annex 1 

Usage Statistics for friendsofmorocco.org

Summary Period: Last 12 Months
Generated 29-Apr-2007 07:46 PDT
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	Month
	Daily Avg
	Monthly Totals

	
	Hits
	Files
	Pages
	Visits
	Sites
	KBytes
	Visits
	Pages
	Files
	Hits

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Apr 2007
	3768
	2386
	1564
	860
	13790
	4819177
	24951
	45375
	69214
	109280

	Mar 2007
	3680
	2355
	1500
	795
	13942
	5699335
	24663
	46529
	73033
	114108

	Feb 2007
	3591
	2334
	1344
	796
	13653
	4566673
	22309
	37632
	65368
	100565

	Jan 2007
	3870
	2490
	1488
	887
	15840
	5430383
	27525
	46142
	77220
	119993

	Dec 2006
	4012
	2701
	1758
	926
	15618
	5394858
	28726
	54520
	83736
	124372

	Nov 2006
	3636
	2475
	1460
	792
	14921
	4314247
	23770
	43802
	74276
	109081

	Oct 2006
	3571
	2484
	1424
	784
	15398
	4330440
	24311
	44147
	77020
	110720

	Sep 2006
	3659
	2546
	1482
	729
	14682
	4147454
	21897
	44468
	76384
	109786

	Aug 2006
	3382
	2277
	1393
	639
	13599
	3579320
	19830
	43202
	70607
	104868

	Jul 2006
	3227
	2229
	1334
	695
	13666
	3797741
	21565
	41354
	69117
	100047

	Jun 2006
	3240
	2209
	1307
	751
	14544
	3535423
	22548
	39229
	66295
	97200

	May 2006
	3792
	2615
	1533
	818
	17005
	4327965
	25375
	47523
	81072
	117566

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Totals
	53943016
	287470
	533923
	883342
	1317586

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


